
2010 marks 
the 100th 
Anniversary 
of Scouting in 
America and, 
throughout 
our country, 
scouts of all 
ages from many 
generations are 
celebrating.  
The scouts of Troop 888 
have been doing their fair share as well - and it’s 
still not over!  

Beginning with the annual observance of Scout 
Sunday, which happens to recognize February 8, 
1910, the BSA’s birthday, the troop attended 10:00 
AM Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church.  Although this year’s Scout Sunday was 
particularly important because of the 100 Years of 
Scouting and several Troop members receiving 
their religious emblem, it was also the Sunday 
parishioners dedicated our brand new Parish Hall.  
That morning, Scouts got to lead the parish youth 
and other churchgoers into the new hall where all 
the youth signed their names upon a special wall 
to commemorate the occasion.  

Just as our nation observes a scouting program 
growing older, watching the scouts of our troop 
grow older over the period of a year is a unique 
experience and a privilege to be a part of.  It never 
fails, that just as our troop is becoming a well-oiled 
machine the process begins all over again, as each 
spring a whole new crop of Webelos crossover 
from the Cub Scout Pack to the Boy Scout Troop.  
This is a time of chaos and uneasiness for the 
scouts and their leaders as everyone learns their 
new place of responsibility.  Those who were the 
new scouts from last year are becoming adapted to 
the traditions of scout life, and the older, seasoned 
scouts are put forth by an election of their peers 
to become the next generation of our leadership 
corps.  It has been our custom to hold patrol 
elections at summer camp and, by then, you can 
see the new scouts getting the hang of it; working 
together as a patrol to accomplish duties such as 
setting up their dining fl y, as well as camping, 
cooking and eating as a unit - they’ve grown from 
being homesick little boys on their fi rst weekend 
camping trip to confi dent delegates of their Patrol 
planning our next calendar year of events.  

Because we were sending two crews to Philmont Scout 
Ranch in Cimarron, NM later this summer, nearly all 
of this year’s monthly trips had something to do with 
backpacking - so even the younger Scouts got a taste of 
it, including the trail food.  For the older Scouts, it meant 
hiking under full pack with all of our gear for the trip; 
including clothes, tent, food, and water. To name just a 
few of the places we’ve hiked this year: Stone Mountain 
in GA (we went snow tubing too), Kings Mountain State 
Park and National Military Park, Devils Fork State Park 
(some went swimming), and Table Rock State Park.  
Did I mention we did some backpacking?  We hiked 
in all sorts of terrain and weather - from rolling hills to 
dreadfully steep inclines in weather ranging from icy-
cold, wet hail storms to sticky, hot humidity - so thick 
we were literally hiking within clouds of it!  

Before our trip out west though, it was imperative 
that we made the pilgrimage by Troop Bus to Ft. 
A.P. Hill in Virginia - home of the Jamboree, but not 
just any Jamboree, this was the 2010 National Scout 
Jamboree - a once in a lifetime Jamboree.  It was a time 
and a place that would not come again in any of our 
lifetimes and therefore a must-do event on our Troop 
calendar.  In addition to the Jambo visit, we saw George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate and Gardens, 
the Udvar-Hazy Center, and made a midnight tour to 
Washington, DC!

As we now enter the fall season, there’s still a few 
months worth of adventure left in this Centennial Year 
of Scouting and Troop 888 is not sitting at base camp 
letting it go by - we have much more to do and here’s 
a brief overview of some of the epic trips our Scouts 
have planned for the upcoming year:  surfi ng and sea 
kayaking along the NC coast, winter camping on the 
Canadian border at Northern Tier High Adventure 
Base, hiking on the Appalachian Trail in the Great 
Smokey Mountains, kayaking and rafting at the US 
National Whitewater Center, the Wright Brothers 
National Memorial at Kill Devil Hills, as well as sailing 
and scuba trips at Florida Sea Base in the Keys.  

A high adventure trip such as Philmont is transformative 
and the growth afforded our crewmembers from this 
life experience makes all those rugged miles of training 
and the trek under heavy pack worth its weight in gold.  
A part of me is still making that early morning climb 
on the trail up to Tooth Ridge at Philmont Scout Ranch.  
Once you’ve experienced this type of adventure you are 
forever connected to it; I believe all of us who journeyed 
along this timeless route left a part of ourselves behind 
- and that part will always be on the trail.

Year of ScoutingA Centennial

Above: Our midnight tour of Washington, DC took in many 
of our national monuments including the US Capitol Building 
and the FDR Memorial (where a scout reads a quote, above 
left.) 

Left: Scouts visited 
the Udvar-Hazy 
Center, annex of 
the Smithsonian 
National Air and 
Space at Washington 
Dulles International 
Airport.  This 
super-sized hanger 
displays many of the 
world’s signifi cant 
historic aviation and 
space artifacts such 
as: the Space Shuttle 
Enterprise, an SR-71 
Blackbird, the Enola 

Gay, an Air France Concorde, and the Virgin Atlantic GlobalFlyer, just to 
mention a few.  

Above: Troop 888 on the lawn at George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon. 

Above: Tony Cocchiola, a 2010 Philmont Crew Member 
and parishioner, is waiting his turn to autograph the 
dedication wall of the new Parish Hall. Our Lady Star 
of the Sea has a wonderful youth program at the church.  

Left: Scout Mario 
Russo volunteered 
to read George 
Washington’s Prayer 
for his country at the 
tomb of George and 
Martha Washington.  
Afterward, Mario 
enters his name 
into the registry for 
archival purposes. 
Right: Scout Hunter 
Penegar and friends 
enjoying the Pioneer 
farm at Mount 
Vernon.

Above Left: Senior Patrol Leader, Lucas Graves, sets his sights on a target 
at the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs. This state-
of-the-art complex is headquarters for the U.S. Olympic Committee 
administration and the Olympic Training Center programs. Above Right: 
Contingent members on a test run in the bobsled on display at the U.S. 
Olympic Hall of Fame. 

Above Left: Prior to boarding our Delta fl ight, contingent members 
gather at Myrtle Beach International Airport.  Getting a group 
of 16 on a commercial fl ight can be a challenge, both physically 
and logistically. Above Right: Awaiting ground transportation at 
Denver International Airport, crew backpacks and other camping 
gear remains safe from baggage handlers inside duffl e bags.

Far Left: Team Jose, 
also known as Crew 
808-C2, became 
knowledgeable 
in Burro packing 
methods, as 
explained and 
demonstrated 
at Ponil Camp. 
Left: Here Crew 
808-Charlie 2’s 
burro, Jose, is used 
to burro pack trail 
food and gear across 
the northern part of 
Philmont. 

Left: Crew 808-Charlie 1 
playing cards while taking 
a rain break on the porch at 
Ponil’s western style cantina 
where you can drink root 
beer and enjoy Toblerone 
- the legendary triangular 
Swiss chocolate bar with 
honey and almond nougat.  
Rain plays an important 
factor at Philmont for mid-
July thru August treks, 
as the monsoon season 
brings with it a great deal 
of moisture and greenery to 
the region.  

Right: “Branding” - a 
Philmont tradition.  
Ponil and Clark’s 
Fork  camps were 
two locations where 
we were able to get 
belts, boots and other 
gear branded with the 
Philmont “horse brand” 
and “cattle brand”.  
Ponil had special 
brands for “Philturn” 
and the “Chase Ranch”, 
famous for its heart-
shaped brand.  As luck 
would have it, those on 
the trail late in the year 
at Clark’s Fork were 
able to get the “BSA 100” brand, 
used just a week earlier at the 2010 
National Scout Jamboree! 

Above: Orienting the map at Base Camp, members of 
Crew 808-C1 prepare for Itinerary 21, a trek with side 
hikes that covered nearly 80 miles of the rugged Sangre 
de Cristo Mountains - Spanish for “Blood of Christ” - 
range in the Rocky Mountains. 

Above: Caleb Stevens, elected Crew Leader for Crew 
808-C1, has his hands full at Ponil Camp.  Ponil is one 
of the largest staffed camps in Philmont, and it was the 
original base camp when Philmont was still known as 
Philturn Rocky Mountain Scout Camp (1938-1941). 

Right: The Raccoon Patrol is 
preparing breakfast under 
their dining fl y. A troop is 
made up of several individual 
patrols that learn, work, camp, 
cook, and eat together. Patrols 
are the building blocks of a 
boy scout troop. A patrol is 
a group of 8 to 10 boys who 
are typically similar in age, 
development, and interests. 
Working together as a team, 
patrol members share the 
responsibility for the patrol’s 
success. They gain confi dence 
by serving in positions of 
patrol leadership. All patrol members enjoy the friendship, sense of belonging, and 
achievements of the patrol and of each of its members. Below: Entertainment on the 
arena stage at the National Jamboree. Astonishing is the only word that can even begin 
to describe the arena show venue for 45,000 young men at the 2010 National Scout 
Jamboree seen below in a fi eld of water bottles.

Philmont Cattle Brand

Philmont Horse Brand

Above: A spirited game of “logger ball” - loosely based derivative of baseball, where 
Philmont staff traditionally prevails.  Our contingent from South Carolina is up to the 
challenge. 

Left: Head of Dean 
Camp is located 
on the Baldy 
Skyline portion 
of Philmont.  
Crewmembers are 
shown taking on 
a challenge course 
event. Right: In 
this challenge, all 
members had to 
scale the vertical 
wall using only 
one another to 
climb up.

Above: At an elevation of 10,000 feet, Baldy Town is a former bustling town located at the base of Baldy 
Mountain.  Baldy Town, which served as the base of gold mining operations on the mountain, fi gured 
prominently in Old West culture and folklore, but was completely abandoned when mining in the area ceased.  

Above Left: Assistant Crew Advisor Crissy Duckworth takes a well-deserved 
break from trail building.  Conservation work is part of the requirement 
to earn the Philmont arrowhead patch (above center). The Arrowhead 
Award can never be sold or traded, only earned. Above Right: While on 
the trek, all crewmembers completed three hours of staff supervised 
conservation work; in this case building a trail on Baldy Mountain. 

Below: Horseracing Jamboree 
style, Robin Hardin tests his 
skill on the track near Merit 
Badge Midway.  

Right: This 
m e a d o w 
trail leads 
to Miranda, 
a staff camp 
named after 
Guadalupe 
Miranda - 
an earlier 
Land Grant 
r e c i p i e n t 
prior to the 
P h i l m o n t 
era.  Burro 
packing was 
a v a i l a b l e 
between here and Ponil.  The Mountain Man Rendezvous program 
at Miranda included tomahawk throwing and black powder rifl e 
shooting.  Look, you can see Baldy Mountain in the distance and 
“Martin the burro” in the foreground!

Above: A typical camp scene 
at Philmont, the fi re ring 
and dining fl y make up one 
corner of the “BEAR-muda 
Triangle”.  This is your 
kitchen where you prepare, 
cook and eat all trail meals.  
Then there is a sump that is a pipe in 
the ground for all wastewater.  Finally, a bear 
cable for hanging your food and other “smellables” in 
bear bags.

Left: Contingent members DJ Joyner, Brandon 
Duckworth, and Tony Cocchiola enjoying an early 
morning visit to the “Tooth” summit. 

Troop 888 is a boy-led Troop that meets on Thursday evenings, 
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM at Our Lady Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church in North Myrtle Beach.  We are advocates of the 
traditional Scout pioneering and outdoor skill methods.  The 
Troop is very active, not only in membership but also in 
activities.  We go on monthly camping trips and other high 
adventure outings, participate in a weeklong summer camp, 
spring and fall Camporees, as well as community service 
projects.  The Scouts plan the places and activities in advance.  
For more information, please visit our website at:  
www.troop888nmb.org  

Below Left: A USGS Coast and Geodetic Survey marker located at the 9,003’ summit 
of the “Tooth”.  As 
Philmont Scout Ranch’s 
most recognizable 
landmark, the granite 
monolith protrudes 
2,500 feet vertically from 
the valley fl oor.  In the 
mid-19th century, the 
Santa Fe Trail crossed 
the plains through 
Philmont.  The Tooth of 
Time owes its name to 
this trail; travelers knew 
that once they passed it, 
they had only one week 
to go until they reached 
Santa Fe, New Mexico.  

Watch out for the 
Philmont Mini-Bear - a 
chipmunk on steroids!  
The golden-mantled 
ground squirrel is a type 
of ground squirrel living 
in the forests at Philmont 
and beyond.  It resembles 
a chipmunk, but lacks any 
facial stripes.  The golden-
mantled ground squirrel 
is abundant throughout 
its range and is equally at 
home in a wide variety of 
forest habitats as well as 
rocky meadows, and even 
backpacks!  Occasionally 
hikers will report seeing a “giant chipmunk” crawling out of their gear, when what 
they probably saw was a golden-mantled ground squirrel.  It’s no wonder people 
mistake the golden-mantled ground squirrel for a chipmunk on steroids!

Above: Predawn on Tooth Ridge trail, the contingent 
departed Ponderosa Park Camp in the wee hours of the 
morning to experience the New Mexico sunrise.  

By: Gregory Duckworth, Scoutmaster

Above: Pueblano Camp is location of the North Country’s Continental Tie and Lumber Company.  Spar-pole 
climbing is one of the main attractions of this site.  The evening program consists of a campfi re, with excellent 
music, tall tales, and many jokes.

Far Left: Nearing the 
Summit of Baldy 
Mountain.  At this 
point we’ve cleared 
the tree line.  The 
mountain’s name 
is derived from its 

barren crest, due mostly to the lack of adequate carbon dioxide above the tree line to support larger plant species, and the extensive 
copper and gold mining in the 19th century that killed off much of the plant life. Above Right: At an elevation of 12,441’, Baldy Mountain 
is the highest summit at Philmont Scout Ranch.  The mountaintop is made of predominately broken rock fragments or scree making our 
ascent and descent challenging and strenuous.  The ridge leading up to Baldy often contains patches of snow well into July.  On top in 
mid-August, it was cold and windy! 
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