2013-2014 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce
Federal Legislative Agenda

PUBLIC POLICY COUNCIL GOAL:
“Our commitment is to be recognized as the business voice in the legislative
process, taking action on issues which are pertinent to our members and
community and serving as an advocate for a business-friendly environment.”
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PUBLIC POLICY COUNCIL GOAL:
“Our commitment is to be recognized as the business voice in the legislative process,
taking action on issues which are pertinent to our members and community and serving
as an advocate for a business-friendly environment.”

Free Enterprise – We support America’s free enterprise system as the best way
to grow the economy, stimulate innovation and create sustainable jobs.
Ingredients for Success – We believe low taxes, effective regulations, good
infrastructure, a talented diverse workforce, and well managed and limited
government create the environment for economic success.
Thriving Community – We champion North Myrtle Beach’s enviable quality of life
and commitment to the greater good, including support for the arts and
charitable organizations.
Strategic Partnerships – We create and sustain model partnerships with the US
Chamber of Commerce, SC Chamber of Commerce, Carolinas Association of
Chambers, SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, Myrtle Beach
Regional Economic Development Corporation, our area’s local chambers of
commerce, as well as our city and county governments, and other like-minded
entities.

Vision Statement
“The vision of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce is to transform the
organization into one of the preeminent chambers of commerce in America,
advancing the welfare and prosperity of North Myrtle Beach as we achieve a
thriving, diverse, sustainable economy.”

Mission Statement
“The mission of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce is to be
recognized as the premier business organization serving the North Myrtle Beach
area and its business members by providing quality products, programs, and
services while influencing issues that enhance the economic prosperity and the
sustainable development of our community.”
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Public Policy and Organizational Priorities
The Public Policy and Organizational Priorities of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of
Commerce, CVB, support and advocate two distinct strategies:
1. Grow our North Myrtle Beach Visitor and Destination Market
2. Diversify the North Myrtle Beach Economy

The following position statements have been adopted by the Board of Directors of the
North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, Convention & Visitors Bureau, as priority
issues of importance to the business members of this organization. These issues were
determined important through the results of a member survey, briefings from statewide
and national business associations, and research by staff and the Legislative Committee
of the Public Policy Council of the chamber.
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“Public Policy in the twentieth century was about protecting and expanding the social
compact, based on recognition that effective government at the federal level provides
rules and services and safety measures that contribute to a better society.”
Carl Bernstein

This now becomes the 2014 Federal Legislative Agenda and will be presented to our
congressional delegation for support and assistance.

Hospitality / Employment
Tourism / hospitality is the number one industry in North Myrtle Beach, the Grand Strand,
and the coast of South Carolina. The chamber’s top priority is the effective promotion and
marketing of our area as a premier family destination providing quality services to our
hundreds of thousands of annual visitors. To ensure this, we are committed to the
support of legislation which will help provide a labor force to serve this industry.

In the aftermath of the Great Recession, the travel industry has stepped forward as
one of the key drives of the American economy, a leading employer in communities
across the U.S., and a highly efficient, proven revenue generator for state and local
governments. States and cities that treat travel promotion budgets like strategic
investments will be rewarded with more visitors, more jobs and higher tax
revenues.”
-

U.S. Travel Association, The Power of Travel Promotion
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Workforce and training initiatives funded through state and federal initiatives.
Efforts of the state’s H2B Coalition and National H2B Workforce Coalition in urging
congress to extend the H2B Visa program to ensure employers can hire temporary,
seasonal workers to adequately staff the region’s hospitality industry.
Legislation that creates an immigration system that functions efficiently for employers,
workers, and Government agencies.
A fast and dependable way to match willing employers with willing employees, and visa
limitations that fluctuate according to market needs.
Support Travel Regional Investment Partnership (TRIP) Act, which provides federal
matching funds for tourism promotion through public-private partnerships.

Transportation and Infrastructure
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We support:

Our chamber continues to support federal legislation calling for a comprehensive national
Transportation and Infrastructure Plan to address the needs of the nation. Such a plan
would ensure the effective and efficient movement of people and commerce connecting
all modes of Transportation including air, rail, roads, and water and to plan for future
capacity as well as address the replacement of aging infrastructure.

We support:
 Funding of I-73 and I-74, a dedicated interstate under various stages of planning and
construction, which will connect our coastal region with the nation.
 Funding to support the dredging of the Georgetown Port as an economic driver for North
Myrtle Beach, Horry County, and South Carolina.
 Fully funded highway reauthorization bill in Congress to include critical transportation
corridors along with incentives for states to use alternative revenue sources, such as
tolling and non-public funding.
 Federal funding participation for beach renourishment.
 Federal funding participation for channel dredging.
 Amending the funding criteria for Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway dredging to promote
recreational and leisure crafts such as yachts and pleasure boats. Currently, the criteria
are based on tonnage transported by commercial ships and barges, which eliminates
waterways serving the visitor and tourism industry.
 Federal funding for public transportation and mass transportation at the local level.
 North East Strategic Alliance recommendation for federal support of a duty-free inland
port as a regional distribution hub in Northeast, South Carolina.
 The creation of a national broadband policy which will promote investment in high-speed
internet networks to make new broadband services and applications available to business
and consumers.
 Inclusion of Coastal South Carolina in studies / plans for national high-speed rail system.
 Support sensible improvements in TSA screening / analysis procedures to ease flow
without inhibiting necessary security.
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Environment and Energy
A national comprehensive energy policy is strongly supported by the North Myrtle Beach
Chamber of Commerce, to strengthen and assure that our local, state, and national
economies are sustainable, competitive, business environments. We also understand the
need to protect and enhance our environment as a positive factor in our sustainable
development and the growing of our “green economy,” through reasonable and balanced
measures, while promoting wind energy as a viable source of alternative energy.
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 Working with the state congressional delegation to improve South Carolina’s donor state
status, so South Carolina receives more of its fair share of motor fuel tax revenues back
from the federal government.

“Regional sustainable development is a way to compete and prosper amid
the vast global economic changes of the 21st century. Regional sustainable
development is a positive, long-term growth agenda.”
-

“What is Sustainable Economic Development in the 21st Century?”

We support:










The exploration and development of renewable energy resources in particular wind,
solar, and tidal energy as long as the risk is negligible for our tourism and real estate
industries.
Federal guidelines and regulations to support and provide incentives for the North Myrtle
Beach community based wind energy program and sustainable energy plan including
offshore wind farms.
Passage of the Master Limited Partnership Parity Act which could reduce the cost of clean
energy and the subsidies that support it.
The exploration of environmentally friendly off shore drilling for natural gas and oil as
long as the risk is negligible for our tourism and real estate industries.
The encouragement of nuclear power funding and development.
A congressional amendment to the Magnuson-Stevens Act, giving immediate relief to
our commercial and recreational fishermen.
The Council for Sustainable Fishing and its opposition to additional no-fishing zones and
in particular its support of the proposed Snapper-Grouper Amendment 17 to postpone
scoping for Amendment 17 until August, 2014. This includes opposition to any further
deep-water Marine Protected Areas (MPAS).
Legislation requiring the federal government to consider the true economic impact of its
major environmental regulations prior to enactment by the EPA.
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The costs of healthcare to businesses, families, and individuals at the state and national
levels has become prohibitive and a detriment to our economy and quality of life. Health
Care Reform is critical to the business community and the chamber encourages
comprehensive planning and legislation to ease this burden and provide relief to our
businesses and our citizens.

We support:
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Healthcare







Getting costs under control to include: Medical liability reform to include tort reform;
Health information technology; Wellness and prevention; Pay-for-Performance reform;
Living wills and end-of-life issues; Consumer-driven health options; Administrative
simplification; Tax parity: Let individuals/small business deduct the full cost of insurance
expenses; FDA pathway for biosimilars; Comparative effectiveness research;
Coordination of care and medical homes; Combating fraud and abuse; Reinsurance; Small
business pooling; Long-term care reform.
Reforming the insurance system by: Eliminating the use of pre-existing conditions or
health status; Guaranteeing that any individual or entity will be issued a policy;
Guaranteeing that policies will not be revoked; Place reasonable limits on rating
difference; Subsidies for those who cannot afford coverage; an individual obligation to
obtain coverage.
Creating a vibrant market place by: Create a national all-inclusive connector / exchange
that removes fragmentation; should allow individuals and businesses from anywhere in
the country to enroll; should facilitate improved pooling mechanisms, choice, and
competition.
Enabling legislation to allow non-profit organizations to offer competitive healthcare
benefits to small businesses.
Support the fully funded expansion of Medicaid in South Carolina; funds from the
federal government would provide 100% funding of Medicaid for SC residents with
incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level (about $31,000 for a family of 4)
Reform to the delivery and costs associated with healthcare, but are opposed to a
National Healthcare Program which would disallow consumer choice.
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The most critical need for our country during these challenging economic times is the
creation of jobs. Creating government jobs is not the answer. Real job growth is created
by the private sector and is our best means of an economic stimulus.

We support:


Federal tax policy which provides tax relief to small emerging businesses and we oppose
business taxes which impose excessive burdens on specific industries and the creation of
jobs.

Labor Relations
The North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce believes in the basic tenets of our
American democracy and the free enterprise system and the rights of employees and
employers and advocates legislation which will equally protect these rights.
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Tax Policy

We support:



Legislation to oppose the Employee Free Choice Act, known as “card check” which would
deprive the employee of their basic rights to a secret ballot during the process of union
organization.
Prohibiting the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) from ordering any employer to
close, relocate, or transfer employment under any circumstances.

Government Restructuring
To create jobs and lessen burden on business and citizens, the chamber supports creating
a more efficient, accountable and fiscally responsible federal government through key
reforms and restructuring initiatives.

We support:





Strong recognition and support of newly formed and legislated 7th Congressional District
of which we reside.
Legislative remedy in National Flood Insurance Reauthorization (NFIR) bill to allow use of
temporary pool enclosures.
Study the need for changes in the National Flood Insurance Reauthorization (NFIR) bill as
relates to tidal areas.
Passage of the Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act.

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA | 2013-2014
1521 HIGHWAY 17 SOUTH | NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, SC 29582
NORTHMYRTLEBEACHCHAMBER.COM

