2013-2014 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce
State Legislative Agenda

PUBLIC POLICY COUNCIL GOAL:
“Our commitment is to be recognized as the business voice in the legislative
process, taking action on issues which are pertinent to our members and
community and serving as an advocate for a business-friendly environment.”
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PUBLIC POLICY COUNCIL GOAL:
“Our commitment is to be recognized as the business voice in the legislative process,
taking action on issues which are pertinent to our members and community and serving
as an advocate for a business-friendly environment.”

Free Enterprise – We support America’s free enterprise system as the best way
to grow the economy, stimulate innovation and create sustainable jobs.
Ingredients for Success – We believe low taxes, effective regulations, good
infrastructure, a talented diverse workforce, and well managed and limited
government create the environment for economic success.
Thriving Community – We champion North Myrtle Beach’s enviable quality of life
and commitment to the greater good, including support for the arts and
charitable organizations.
Strategic Partnerships – We create and sustain model partnerships with the US
Chamber of Commerce, SC Chamber of Commerce, Carolinas Association of
Chambers, SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, Myrtle Beach
Regional Economic Development Corporation, our area’s local chambers of
commerce, as well as our city and county governments, and other like-minded
entities.

Vision Statement
“The vision of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce is to transform the
organization into one of the preeminent chambers of commerce in America,
advancing the welfare and prosperity of North Myrtle Beach as we achieve a
thriving, diverse, sustainable economy.”

Mission Statement
“The mission of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce is to be
recognized as the premier business organization serving the North Myrtle Beach
area and its business members by providing quality products, programs, and
services while influencing issues that enhance the economic prosperity and the
sustainable development of our community.”
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“There are three critical ingredients to democratic renewal and progressive
change in America: good public policy, grassroots organizing and electoral
politics.”
Paul Wellstone

Public Policy and Organizational Priorities
The Public Policy and Organizational Priorities of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of
Commerce, CVB, support and advocate two distinct strategies:
1. Grow our North Myrtle Beach Visitor and Destination Market
2. Diversify the North Myrtle Beach Economy

The following position statements have been adopted by the Board of Directors of the
North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, Convention & Visitors Bureau to advance
these strategies as priority issues of importance to the business members of this
organization. These issues were determined important through the results of a member
survey, briefings from statewide business associations, and research by staff and the
Legislative Committee of the Public Policy Council of the chamber. This now becomes the
2014 State Legislative Agenda and will be presented to our state legislative delegation for
support and assistance.
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Economic Development
The Chamber supports legislation that will promote prosperity through economic
development and the creation of a sustainable competitive business environment. In
particular, we encourage efforts to improve our state, community, and region’s efforts to
expand existing business and attract quality new jobs. South Carolina must continue to
improve its overall business climate to create a competitive business environment.
Recently, CNBC released a comprehensive assessment of state business climates. South
Carolina ranked 37th, while Virginia, North Carolina and Florida ranked in the top 5. Tax
reform, workforce development, port expansion, infrastructure, entrepreneurship and
other key issues must be addressed to encourage expanded economic development
opportunities.

We support:


Recreational and saltwater fishing which is vital to the coastal economy of South Carolina
and employs thousands of local and state residents directly and indirectly. Although we
are supportive of sound environmental measures which protect our most valuable
natural resources we are opposed to the recent plans by the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (SAFMC) to consider closing to recreational and commercial fishing
a nine thousand six hundred seventy-eight square mile area in the South Atlantic, of
which three thousand five hundred square miles are off the coast of South Carolina. Such
action is unjustifiable and would cause severe economic hardship to the state of S.C. and
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“Regional sustainable development is a way to compete and prosper amid
the vast global economic changes of the 21st century. Regional sustainable
development is a positive, long-term growth agenda.”
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“What is Sustainable Economic Development in the 21st Century?”

its coastal counties including severe job loss at a time when job creation is badly needed
and a state priority.
The Council for Sustainable Fishing and its opposition to additional no-fishing zones and
in particular its support of the proposed Snapper-Grouper Amendment 17 to postpone
scoping for Amendment 17 until August, 2014. This includes opposition to any further
deep-water Marine Protected Areas (MPAS).
S. 757, a concurrent resolution introduced on May 30, 2013, sponsored by 29 S.C.
Senators, to recognize the wind energy capabilities of S.C. as part of a multi-source
energy strategy and honor the partnership of local governments, economic development
groups, and the private sector in the pursuit of a clean energy source component to this
overall strategy for the future.
Legislation to encourage and provide incentives for wind energy development including
offshore wind farms off the coast of South Carolina and in particular North Myrtle Beach
as part of its wind initiative to serve as a demonstration city in building the local economy
and developing energy independence. And, legislation to offset renewable energy cost
premiums incurred by companies with mandatory renewable energy standards wishing
to relocate into a wind energy economic zone within our territory.
Supporting the South Carolina Department of Commerce budget, including Closing Fund
appropriations.
Working with the South Carolina Department of Commerce and other state agencies to
ensure all strategic industry sectors are developed.
Supporting seed capital legislation to help spur economic growth, in particular for
minority and women-owned businesses.
Strengthening intellectual property rights of employers.
Providing dedicated dollars for broad state marketing to include tourism, agribusiness,
and other efforts.
Creating the Manufacturing Skills Standards Council (MSSC) to educate and prepare
workforce for entry-level manufacturing jobs.
School readiness initiatives
Our status as a “right to work” state, which is under assault due to our rapidly growing
manufacturing sector.

Transportation / Infrastructure
To effectively compete in the global marketplace, and to assure the safe and efficient
transportation of our thousands of visitors, permanent citizens, and goods and services,
the chamber supports modern, up-to-date roads, bridges, and infrastructure to serve our
community and state. South Carolina’s population has increased by more than one
million over the last two decades. Additionally, port volumes are expected to double to
more than two million containers a year by 2025. At the same time, the tourism economy
continues to expand with more visitors traveling to the Palmetto Sate each year. These,
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We support:
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and other factors, have overextended the state’s infrastructure while South Carolina
spends an average of $15,000 per mile on its roads, Georgia spends $35,000 per mile, and
North Carolina spends more than $150,000. Investing in infrastructure is a core function
of government responsibility and will drive economic growth and job creation.









The position of the SC Chamber advocating statewide strategy to invest $6 Billion over
next decade to expand highways, replace/repair deficient bridges, and reinforcing
projects in all 46 counties.
Financing infrastructure needs through current revenue streams by:
 Dedicating portion of new revenue
 Dedicating a portion of the capital reserve fund
 Transferring sales tax on vehicles back to infrastructure
Funding to support the dredging of the Georgetown Port as an economic driver for North
Myrtle Beach, Horry County, and South Carolina.
Prioritizing construction of I-73-74 to serve the coastal region of South Carolina as well
as support for expanding SC Highway 9 to four lanes and extending to Interstate 95 and
SC Highway 31 North connecting to I-74.
Continuing joint city-county transportation planning to include regional mass
transportation. (Buses)
Continued planning and funding participation in beach renourishment to protect
investment as visitor destination, both long and short term.
Continued planning and funding participation in channel dredging to protect investment
as visitor destination, both long and short term.
Offshore storm water discharge improvements.
Studying the feasibility for private / public partnerships, alternative funding sources such
as tolls and other non-public funding, in addition to leveraging federal program funding
for transportation projects.
Continued support of the Grand Strand Airport located in North Myrtle Beach while
assuring the continual operations of this general aviation airport which is ranked as one
of the top general aviation airports in the state of South Carolina.
Working with the state congressional delegation to improve South Carolina’s donor state
status, so South Carolina receives more of its fair share of motor fuel tax revenues back
from the federal government.

Tourism
The Chamber strongly advocates recurring state funding to grow and market the tourism
industry as an investment in the state’s economy. The tourism / hospitality industry is
the number one industry in South Carolina and in our region of the state. In terms of taxes
generated to the state and the local community; the thousands of jobs created directly
and indirectly; and the millions of visitors we attract, no other industry in the state has a
bigger return on investment.
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Dedicated matching funds for non-regional Destination Marketing Organizations
(DMO’s)
Full funding for the 2-for-1 destination specific matching tourism promotional grant with
recurring funds.
Recreation and Saltwater Fishing - see previous explanation under ‘Economic
Development.’
In the aftermath of the Great Recession, the travel industry has stepped forward as one
of the key drivers of the American economy, a leading employer in communities across
the U.S., and a highly efficient, proven revenue generator for state and local
governments. States and cities that treat travel promotion budgets like strategic
investments will be rewarded with more visitors, more jobs and higher tax revenues.”
-
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We support:




U.S. Travel Association, The Power of Travel Promotion

Establishing a fair, level playing field for online taxation of transient rentals; oppose
loophole(s) proposed by / for OTAs.
The enforcement of current laws for the collection of all appropriate licenses and taxes
from individuals or businesses who rent property commercially for more than 30 nights
in a given calendar year.

Environment / Energy
As a major factor in our community’s and region’s sustainable development, the chamber
encourages legislation to ensure that environmental regulations support a growing
economy while balancing and protecting the community’s and regions’ quality of life.
Environmental legislation and regulations should not necessarily increase the
administrative burden resulting in unnecessary rules, regulations, or project delays
becoming cost prohibitive to business. In today’s global economy, business investment
is largely driven by how timely a project can be permitted, built and operational. South
Carolina’s regulatory permitting process must be efficient and based on the rule of law as
it relates to the timely issuance of permits.
“The 2008 Study, Going Green” by Hudson Gain
Corporation, found that 214 of the 1,200 largest
corporations in the United States had some version
of a Chief Sustainability Officer and a sustainability
program oriented around achieving a “triple bottom
line” of profit, people, and planet.”
-

Sustainable Economic Development: Initiatives,
Programs, and Strategies for Cities and Regions, 2009

We support:
 The
development
of
a
comprehensive energy policy that
encourages
wise
use
and
management of South Carolina’s
natural resources; ensures that we
have adequate supplies for the
future which are reasonably
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priced and generated in an environmentally responsible manner; working with our state
and federal government to seek alternative energy solutions; and carefully consider the
comprehensive impacts of the development of any alternative energy sources. Such a
comprehensive policy will include support of nuclear energy as well as environmentallyfriendly drilling for natural gas off the coast of South Carolina if studies and research deem
this feasible as long as this is done at a distance which ensures minimal risk to the coastal
environment and the coastal tourism and real estate economy.
Coastal Carolina University research and development of wind and tidal energy resources.
State guidelines and regulations to support and provide incentives for the North Myrtle
Beach community-based wind energy program and sustainable energy plan including
offshore wind farms.
Any royalties realized from offshore exploration would be dedicated to a beach and
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway enhancement fund as well as tourism promotion for
coastal communities.
Clarification of wetland regulations to eliminate multiple regulations.
Tax incentives to encourage the expansion of natural park areas such as Waites Island and
Tilghman Point.
Expanding and increasing existing tax credits for renewable energy equipment to include
wind.
Continuing to reform and streamline antiquated environmental regulations that no longer
serve a practical purpose in today’s environment.
Monitoring policies and regulations that impact energy costs to ensure business and
industry have access to reliable and low-cost electricity.
Ensuring state regulations are no more stringent than the federal government, specifically
dealing with the issuance of permits, unless there is significant justification.
Streamlining the regulatory process so regulatory agencies deliver an estimate of time
within which a permit decision will be made, provided the applicant has given all the
necessary information needed for the decision.

Education and Workforce Development
The Chamber is committed to support initiatives and programs which will result in a highly
st

skilled, 21 Century prepared workforce providing family sustaining jobs and ensuring
business attraction and growth to our state, county, and city. States and nations with the
highest levels of educated citizens will have the advantage in attracting and creating jobs
and an improved standard of living. The business community supports initiatives that will
transform the current education system to achieve that goal. The private and public
sectors must work together to ensure workforce needs are addressed and strategies are
successfully implemented.

We support:


The continuation of the Common Core State Standards adopted in 2010. Our county has
embraced these more rigorous standards and is in the 3rd year of implementation and last
year achieved the greatest academic gains in the districts history. CCSS are “standards”,
not curriculum. Standards assure our young people learn the skills needed to be
successful in 21st Century jobs and competitive nationally as more states adopt these
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Healthcare
The rising cost of healthcare is becoming the number one concern for business especially
small business which leads the state in job creation. The chamber is committed to
supporting and encouraging legislation which will help to relieve this cost burden to
business.
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standards. This is not a federal initiative. Our county school district continues to
determine the curriculum to achieve these standards. These standards must be
supported and continued.
Creation of Manufacturing Skills Standards Council (MSSC) to educate and prepare
workforce for entry-level manufacturing positions.
Providing more choices for parents and students through public charter school reform.
Funding the Smart State program (endowed chairs) to help foster public-private
partnerships in the knowledge-based economy.
Addressing early childhood education, including third grade reading proficiency
School readiness initiatives

We support:








Modification of the health insurance cooperation legislation passed in 2008 to lower the
number of years businesses must commit from five years to two years.
Medicaid reform as long as it does not adversely affect the cost of healthcare.
Enabling legislation to allow non-profit organizations to offer competitive healthcare
benefits to small businesses.
An increase in the state’s cigarette / tobacco tax to the southeastern average, using the
revenue to provide premium assistance and small business tax credits, while addressing
the high risk pool with residual dollars from the credits.
Reform to the delivery and costs associated with healthcare, but are opposed to a
National Healthcare Program which would disallow consumer choice.
Support the fully funded expansion of Medicaid in South Carolina; funds from the
federal government would provide 100% funding of Medicaid for SC residents with
incomes up to 138% of federal poverty level (about $31,000 for a family of 4)
Statewide smoke-free legislation for all workplaces open to the public.

Tax Policy
Tax policy is critical to companies deciding to open, expand, or locate in South Carolina.
Decisions are based largely on competitive rates, predictability, and stability. South
Carolina manufacturers currently pay the highest industrial property taxes in the country,
while all other business properties pay the 7th highest property taxes.

We support:
 Modernizing the state’s tax code to reflect a tax strategy that is competitive and that
supports a vision of long-term economic prosperity, including mechanisms for funding
critical needs such as education, infrastructure, etc.
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 Unemployment Insurance (UI) loan repayments to the federal government should be
offset with tax relief provided to employers.
 Mechanisms within the code for funding critical needs such as infrastructure and
education.
 The business license fee structure should be reformed so rates are competitive and allow
companies to grow.
 SC Department of Revenue to administer one fee / one expiration date for a company
statewide.
 Establishing a fair, level playing field for online taxation of transient rentals; oppose
loophole(s) proposed by / for OTAs.
 New Department of Employment and Workforce (DEW) created in 2010 and the new
initiatives to rectify unemployment administrative issues and oppose any changes which
would add costs back to SC businesses which have seen a reduction in unemployment
rates since enactment.
 The enforcement of current laws for the collection of all appropriate licenses and taxes
from individuals or businesses who rent property commercially for more than 30 nights
in a given calendar year.

Government Restructuring
The Chamber supports creating a more efficient, accountable and fiscally responsible
state government, at all levels, through key reforms and restructuring initiatives.

We support:



State law introduced to combine the registration and election boards of Horry County.
Elevating the Director of Tourism to Secretary of Tourism and make this a cabinet
position.
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